FROM 15 TO 7 ON THE
SCALE oF RUGBY
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FORUM: The current Sevens
Series is about to hit the halftime
mark. Three tournaments have
been played in the United Arab
Emirates, South Africa and New
Zealand. Do you observe any of
the goodwill created by last yearOs
RWC spilling over to the short
code?

Chris Rea: There is no question,
sevens is already receiving major
benefits from RWC 2003. With
the final figures still to come in, it
is likely that the tournament will
have attracted a cumulative global
television audience of around 3.5
billion people watching RWC
action in 207 countries. This is
bound to have a positive impact
on all of rughy, at all levels and
in all its formats: the 15-a-side

game, sevens, womenOs rugby, and
the age-grade tournaments. The
sportOs overall penetration has
increased further with the successful
RWC 2003.

Just last week, we had a full house
b crowds of 35,000 b at the Westpac
Stadium in Wellington, New Zealand,
on both days of the Sevens Series
tournament there.

FORUM: Next stop on the sevens
squads® world tour is Los Angeles.
On February 14! Could the USA be
the last pending assignment for
international rugby?

Chris Rea: USA is an important
market for the sport. Staging a Sevens
Series tournament there is a first for
us; it will be very interesting to see
what the response will be to it. USA
Rugby, our Member Union, has been
exceptionally enthusiastic in
supporting us. But while spreading
into such a big market is an important
assignment for the IRB, we have to
accept that rugby is looked upon
differently in the USA B American
tastes and priorities in sports vary
from those in our other countries. We

Only twelve days after the final whistle

at RWC 2003, the first of the IRB Sevens
Series 2003/4 tournaments got under
way in the United Arab Emirates.

It is the short code B 7-a-side instead
of the traditional 15-a-side rughy b
which features for the second
consecutive time on the official sports
program of The World Games. After
another RWC served as truly global
showcase, and with even more people
in more countries made aware of the
exciting sport, the abbreviated form of
rugby stands to benefit as well. FORUM
talks to Chris Rea, IRB Communications
Director, about rugby sevensO
prospects: the Sevens Series, the RWC
Sevens, The World Games, and the
Olympics.

are very keen to have a presence
there and have been working hard
towards that goal, particularly with
the format of sevens. The IRB has
been proactive in terms of sevens®
television coverage, distributing
highlights programming on the 2003/4
series tournaments, video news
releases, even features on the stars
and the spectacle internationally. Now,
Fox Sports World will carry the Los
Angeles tournament live from the U.S.
to the rest of the world.

FORUM: Rugby is a game of many
traditions. Does this very trait keep
sevens from the ultimate
breakthrough, from matching the
popularity of the 15-a-side game?

Chris Rea: The IRB is committed to
continue with the promotion of the
sevens format. We believe it is a
terrific product and will push it
aggressively. Besides, sevens is a
superb development tool and enables
the less well resourced countries to
compete at the higher levels. Take
the most recent example: Kenya
beating Australia in Wellington. An
emerging rugby nation becomes a



