
Akita, JPN, August 19, 2001:
Team USA seeks to revalidate
its title of World Games
Champion in 4-Way Formation
Skydiving won four years
earlier in a similarly blue sky
above Lahti.

Hurling their bodies from the
tailgate of the Chinook helicopter
– the airlift was courtesy of the
Japan Self Defense Force – the
four team members set out to
complete a prescribed sequence
of formations in freefall.

Their cameraman records the
rapid succession of ‘Murphy
Flake’, ‘Phalanx’ and four others,
plus the required transition
maneuvers in between, on digital
video. Based on his images, the
judges’ panel awards one point
per formation completed within
35 seconds.

Norway and France, the other
teams in contention for the title,
scored 20 points each on their
seventh and last round earlier.
The Americans need 18 points to
tie – and force the competition
into a jump-off – or 19 points for
an outright win.

After reviewing the jump twice on
the giant daylight screen at the
Ogata-mura drop zone, the
judges’ panel scores the USA at
21 points.

Mark Kirkby, the only member on
the roster of the 1997 and the
2001 U.S. squads in World
Games Formation Skydiving
competition, is a four-time world
champion and has spent more
than 200 hours in freefall. Doing
the commentary on yet another
replay for the benefit of the crowd
of 12,000, he singles out the one
attribute which sets his sport
apart: “If you have jumped – you
can fly!”
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