ATHLETES OF
e WORLDGANMES

Fiji Rugby 7s

Certain ball games always seemed to particularly
befit certain countries or regions. Some of their
names even became composites, tying them
forever to their geographic origins, to where they re
played the longest and the best. American football

and Basque pelota come to mind.

But are not all sports intrinsically and permanently
linked to the cultures which saw them emerge?
Probably not since globalization makes for new
fields of play the world over. Every sport is suited

for export!

From the English Midlands
to the South Pacific

A revered tale traces one game to
Warwickshire, England, where a fine
disregard for the rules had William
Webb Ellis pick up the ball and run
with it, thus creating an aberration to
association football. Though
historians question whether Ellis
deserves the credit for single-
handedly conceiving a new game,
they confirm it was in the 1820s at
Rugby School that a new and proud
team sport was born: rugby football.

About 180 years later, on July 4,
2003, at Suva s Laucala Bay stadium,
eleven national teams enter the rugby
sevens tournament of the South
Pacific Games: Fiji, the Cook
Islands, Samoa, Niue, Papua New
Guinea, Wallis, Fortune, Guam,
Tahiti, Vanuatu and New Caledonia.
Globalization was mentioned — South
Pacific is a give-away — but a map
might still be required: Suva is the
capital of the Fiji Islands. And rugby
is the number one sport here and on
many of the other islands. Fiji, Samoa
and Tonga will play the 2003 Rugby
World Cup this fall, but it is the 7-a-
side game that likely enjoys even
more popularity in the region. Fewer
players on the pitch — 7 instead of
15 in traditional rugby — make for
particularly offensive, fast-paced and
high-scoring games. That the 14
matches (2x7 ) also tend to be less
physically punishing — requiring less
time for players to recover between
one match and the next — allows for
a whole sevens tournament (from
pool games to finals) to be played in
two days, in a single stadium.

Island Rugby

July 5, the final for the gold: Fiji versus
Cook Islands! To get there, Fiji
trounced Tonga 36:0 in the semi-

finals. The Cooks — in an upset —

outscored Samoa by a narrow 14:12.
But as was the case in many
international tournaments since their
first win in the 1977 Hong Kong
Sevens, the Fijians unique flair for
the short code, their deft handling
and their clever running were no
match for the opponents. As a local
sportswriter put it: In perfect
conditions for colorful island rugby,
Fiji delighted the crowd with wonderful
teamwork and exceptional tries! The

final score — 43:10 for the home side.

Fiji s record in 15-a-side rugby is
impressive enough. One only needs
to go back to the World Cup 1999,
when it could well have been dismal
refereeing which kept the Fijians from
beating the French in Toulouse. It
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was the rugby sevens, however, that
put the Fiji Islands on the map of
global sports. Sevens just seems to
be the natural Fijian game! The
archipelago may extend over a total
surface thats not even half of
Switzerland s, the population be well
below the million, and they may at
times describe it as island rugby, but
let there be no mistake: short code
does not stand for a diminutive game.

The International Rugby Board (IRB)
writes on the abbreviated form of
rugby: Only the fastest, the fittest
and, above all, the most skillful can
survive in a game in which there is
no hiding place and in which any
deficiencies are quickly exposed.
Rugby sevens is exhilarating and
challenging to play - and spectacular
to watch.




" #$$%
& 1
"
) # )+
"oy "
b
n " / (
P "
" 101 '
2 " #$ 3
m &l "
12 "1 45"
01 "0
6 #7#% (
] 8 ')+
9
/ +
8+2+ "
&! "
#75
- + 8

8 ) &
& L #74:;

%

01 "

I #7%$ (
9 !

&! i
" 01

& 8
43<
> =0
, &! &

01 4 @55A % @5#A 3

@54A % @5%A
/N
P +8
B 455#8) 01

2 B
4554 "

The Fijians® unique flair for 7s, their deft handling and clever running, make

them a world power in what could become an Olympic sport by 2008.




