Involved
in Duisburg

The German NOC assumes an
active role in the preparation for
The Waorld Games 2005

The President of the Mational Ciyen pic
CoommBles for Genmany (MOK), Dr,
Klaus Steinbach, had agreed = earfer
i fhe year = Lo meel wilth [WGEA
representatives and members of the
Duisburg Organizing Commilles
(DO o dEscuss he MNOK " robe in
the preparations for The World
Games 2005 Even lhaugh fhe
process of selecling the German
candidale 1o hosd he 2012 Ohmmpics
fram among five candidales was
seheduled 1o climas on Aprl 12, Dr,
Steinbach managed Lo visil Duishurg
just one week prior lo the
Extracrdinary NOK Assembly,

Tagether wilh NOK member Heide
Ecker-Rossndahl - the 1972 Oympic
Champlan in the long jump and the
Ax 100 morelay, plus siver medallist
in the pentathlon - Dr, Steinbach was
brigfed 'I'i'!“r'lﬁ'-'ﬂ';' an the stalus of
Ihe PHFINHiI:IIH for The Warld
Gamaes 2005,

On Track - On
Schedule

DOC Execulive Direclor Reinheld
Spanied reperled on some of he
milestones reached in his
commilees effors o enswre [he
limely organization of whal will be
the Mﬂlﬂ $F¢I‘1$ evenl held in
Germany during 2005

The Official Sports Pragram for The
Tth Werld Games Is in the public
domain since March 31 and the
compelilion schedules ane drawn up,
177 medal evenls in 33 aficial sports
will be contested belween July 14
and 24, 2005. ANl compelitions are
assigned 1o one of the 17 different
venwes i Dusbhurg and ils three
PHHMI' cilies: Milheim on the Rubr,
Cberhausen and ENIMFI hiagimwm

distance belween any b of ihese
venies is 25 km

Alkido, Amencan football, dragon boat
racimg. beach handball, indoor hockey
and indeor trial are the six sports
featuwring on the Invtational Sports
Frogram.

The hosi broadeasier contract with
the West German Sroadcoasimg,
Westdeuischer Rundfunk — WOR, s
nearly concheded, awading lha final
gignaluras,

The publc broadcasier WOR is the
largesl among fthe associale
members making up the Serman
puizlic nefwork ARD and s considened
second anly 1o the BEC among
Europe’s public broadcaslers, I
employs & sEable staflf of 4'500 in
televdsion. radio and online serdces.
A trwe specialist in produecing spors,
WDR Is responsible for Germamy's
popwlar sportscast and ARD flagship
pragram 'Sportschau’,

In 2005, WOR will produce daily
highlights and e coverage on some
of the 30+ sports of The Waorld
Games.

Thue funding for & comphele renoesalion
af the Wedau Stadum seems Fnally
secuped, The World Games 2006
may even be lhe decisive faclar in
Duisburg oblaining Turiber credil
guaranless from the regional
governmaent of MNorlh Rhine
Wesiphaka, “This can be discussed
with the hosts to such an importamt
spoting event as The Wonld Games”,
said Prime Minister Peer Steinbrlck.
The new stadium’s corfiguration will
be all-football, with the crowd of
30000 in close proximidy to the pitch
and under a roof, and with all b
7'000 seated.

I definifg the fulure collabaralion
belween B MOK and the DOC, Or,
Sleinbach agreed 1o represent |he
MO I person of throwgh debegalion
la Brs, Ecker-Rosendahl in all ffure
meelings of the Ceordinaling
Commission. Made up by IWGEA
board members and DOC lop-level
slafl, it is lhis commission which
effectively direcis the preparations
for 2008 Duishurg.

From [eft Bob de Cie, Ran Frosshlich, Or. Klaus Sieinbach, Haide Ecker-Ragsendahl, Ca Koran
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FORLINM: Whad makes Duishurg an
ideal host for The World Games?

Dr. Steinbach: Duisburg is a city |al's
vary famous for spors in Gemmany,
For me Duisburg means Wedau
Sporis Park' wilth R3 venues Ffor
upwards fram 15 d@fTerenl sporls, a
huge ares where many people can
praciice spors az part of their daiby
Ives.

FORLM: How dothe 2005 Duwisburg
organkizers progress in thelr
preparations?

Or. Steintach: I've talked fo the
organizing Committes; they'ne veny
Iharaugh and slill ahead of hei
schedules by now, All their programs
are in place already, 'm sure 1hal
Iy will organize the compelilions
far lhe mone han 30 sporsin a limely
and salisfaclory manner,

FORLM: Any achice that would help
Dulsbwrg become the best ever’
hosi?

DOr. Steinbach: To be considered a
good host fo The Werld Games, one
needs (o be fiendly bo everybody, 1o
warmly welcome the people from 28
cvier the 'workd, and 1o cheer for all
3000 althletes! I'm sure Thal (he
peope i and around Duisburg wil
da this.

L

We're all very prowd to host The Viodd
Games and wete ready fo celebrate
them as one of the top events inworld
sporis. The MOC for Germany, slde
by side with the Organizing
Commilies, will dowhatewver it can fo

make them good Wordd Games and
'l\“l-ﬂ- exilend a welcome 1o Wﬁhﬂd'ﬂ._’/'







